
 
 

 

Fundraising & Bid Writer (Freelance, 6‑Month Contract) 
 

 
Organisation:     Active Horizons 
Contract Type:   Freelance (6 months) 
Hours:                     2 days per week (10am–4pm or 9am–3pm) 
Day Rate:              £300 per day (£50/phr) 
Location:               Hybrid (remote with occasional in‑person meetings/events. 
Closing Date:      21 May 2026 
 
About Active Horizons 
Active Horizons is a youth‑led community organisation supporting young Black, migrant, 
and refugee communities through leadership development, wellbeing programmes, 
arts, heritage, and social action. We create culturally safe, empowering spaces that 
centre lived experience and amplify young people’s voices. 
We are entering a period of growth and are seeking a mid-level skilled Fundraising & Bid 
Writer to help secure funding that strengthens our mission and expands our impact. 
 
 
Role Purpose 
The Fundraising & Bid Writer will lead on developing high‑quality funding applications, 
building a healthy fundraising pipeline, and strengthening our overall fundraising 
approach. This role blends strategic fundraising insight with excellent bid‑writing skills. 
 
 
Key Responsibilities 
Bid Writing & Grants Development 

• Research, identify, and prioritise suitable funding opportunities from trusts, 
foundations, local authorities, and corporate funders. 

• Write compelling, culturally informed funding proposals aligned with Active 
Horizons’ mission and programme priorities. 

• Develop strong cases for support using data, lived experience insights, and 
programme evidence. 

• Prepare application materials including narratives, budgets, theories of 
change, and supporting documents. 

• Support reporting requirements for successful grants where needed. 
 
 
Fundraising Strategy & Pipeline Development 

• Build and maintain a forward‑looking fundraising pipeline with deadlines, 
priorities, and income projections. 

• Work with the CEO to shape fundraising strategy and identify new income 
streams. 



 
• Strengthen organisational fundraising systems, templates, and funder‑ready 

materials. 
• Support the development of impact frameworks, monitoring tools, and 

evaluation language. 
• Contribute to relationship‑building with funders, partners, and stakeholders 

where appropriate. 
 
 
Collaboration & Internal Support 

• Work closely with young people and youth workers to gather information, 
budgets, impact stories, and evidence. 

• Ensure all bids reflect Active Horizons’ values of empowerment, cultural 
safety, and youth leadership. 

• Attend occasional team meetings and planning sessions and external events. 
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Person Specification 
Essential 

• Proven experience writing successful bids for charities, CICs, or community 
organisations. 

• Strong understanding of UK funding streams, especially those supporting 
youth, racial justice, wellbeing, arts, and community development. 

• Excellent writing skills with the ability to craft compelling, concise, and 
emotionally resonant narratives. 

• Experience developing fundraising pipelines or supporting fundraising 
strategy. 

• Ability to translate programme ideas into fundable proposals with clear 
outcomes and budgets. 

• Strong organisational skills and ability to manage multiple deadlines. 
• Commitment to equity, inclusion, and culturally safe practice. 
• Ability to work independently and collaboratively. 

 
 
Desirable 

• Experience working with youth‑led or grassroots organisations. 
• Understanding of monitoring, evaluation, and impact measurement. 
• Familiarity with co‑design, lived experience leadership, and 

community‑rooted approaches. 
 

How to Apply 
 
 
Please  Complete this form https://forms.gle/Kd1ysCemfoNVk7mt7  
 

https://forms.gle/Kd1ysCemfoNVk7mt7

